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The Role of Organic Matter in
Soil: Promote Soil Health



Soil Structure

Can’ t change
texture. What does
soil structure do?

Increases water
infiltration rate,
enhances root
penetration,
optimizes soil
aeration, stimulates
microbial diversity



So1l Aggregation



Nutrient Management



So1l Moisture Management



Diversity of Soil Microorganisms



Diversity of Soil Microorganisms



Feed the Soil
Not the Dump

* 50-70K tons of food
scraps landfilled per
year

 Almost 100,000 TPY
(300 TPD) of yard
debris and wood
turned into compost
and mulches

 Over 1,500,000 tons
converted into
compost and mulch



Environmental Impacts

http:/ /www.nrdc.org/food/files / wasted-food-IP.pdf
Wasted: How America Is Losing Up To 40%
Of Its Food From Farm To Fork To Landfill




Hierarchy of
Organics
Management

* Reduce: Lawn
conversion, plant right,
buy right

* Reuse: recycled lumber,
reuse nursery

* Recycle: Compost/
Mulch



Sonoma Compost Site Overview



The Composting Process









Temperature Monitoring
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LOS ANGELES

Indoor compost pile

ignites house

- A 1,700-plant marijuana

grow house in the San Gabriel

area erupted in flames when a
- living room compost pile ignit-
ed Monday. |

Detective David Mertens
said a man was seen running
from the home but there are
no arrests. Mertens says gangs
rent out homes to raise pot and
investigators find a couple of
similar marijuana grow hous-
es each month.




Temperature/Turning Log
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Meeting Quality Standards






Biodynamic Compost



How Is It Different?



Preparation Placement

Dandelion (506 ) Yarow (502)

Nettle (504) Oak Bark (505)

Valerian (507) Charmormile (503)



Comparison



OMRI/CDFA Listed



Parameters for finished
compost



Mulches



Sustainable Seedling Mix



Thank you
Questions?

willbakx@sonomacompost.com
www.sonomacompost.com




